
 

Frequently Asked Questions for Sellers 

Q1 - What documents are included in the Home Report?  
A - The Home Report will include a Single Survey, an Energy Report and a 
Property Questionnaire.  
 
Q2 - I am thinking of selling my house soon. When do I have to provide a 
Home Report?  
A - Properties marketed for sale from 1st December 2008 in Scotland will 
need a Home Report.  
 
Q3 - Do I have to provide a Home Report if my house is marketed for 
sale prior to 1st December 2008?  
A - If your house has not been taken off the market i.e. continuous marketing 
has occurred, then no, you will not need to commission a Home Report. 
If however, there was a break in marketing you will need to provide a Home 
Report.  
 
Q4 - Should I rush to sell my house before 1 December 2008 to avoid the 
costs associated with the Home Report?  
A - Well, you could. And you might avoid the cost of the Home Report as a 
seller. But you would still have survey costs as a buyer of your next house! 
And as a buyer in the current system, you run the risk of having to pay for a 
surveys or valuations on a series of that you do not ultimately buy. So any 
saving by rushing to sell your house now may be minimal.  
 
Q5 - Who will compile a Home Report?  
A - The Home Report will be compiled by the seller’s agent or the seller. A 
chartered surveyor or other provider (approved by Scottish Ministers) will 
provide the Single Survey and Energy Report. The seller of the house will 
complete the Property Questionnaire.  
 
Q6 - I am a private seller, and do not plan on using a solicitor or estate 
agent to market my house. Do I need a Home Report?  
A - Yes, under Part 3 of the Housing (Scotland) Act 2006, a person who is 
responsible for marketing a house must provide a Home Report to any 
prospective purchasers. To do this you will need to commission a chartered 
surveyor (or approved provider) to carry out the Single Survey and Energy 
Report. You must also complete a Property Questionnaire.  
 
Q7 - Who pays for the Home Report?  
A - The seller is responsible for providing the Home Report. There is nothing 
in the legislation insisting that the buyer must reimburse the seller for the cost 
of the Home Report.  
 
Q8 - How much will a Home Report cost?  
A - The cost of a Single Survey and Energy Report will be set by individual 
surveying firms and will vary according to the size of the house. Sellers are 



advised to consider a number of quotes from different providers before 
making a decision. There should be very little, if any, costs associated with 
the Property Questionnaire as it is completed by the seller of the home.  
 
Q9 - How ‘old’ can the Home Report documents be when the house is 
put on the market for sale?  
A - The legislation says that the documents should be no more than 12 weeks 
old when the house is put on the market.  
 
Q10 - Will the Home Report have a specified shelf life? (i.e. should 
sellers have to pay for refreshed surveys if their houses have not sold 
after a few months?)  
A - The legislation does not impose a set shelf life or validity period for any of 
the Home Report documents. This reflects current practice for survey reports. 
Decisions as to whether any aspects of the Home Report need to be updated 
are for sellers, buyers and their professional advisers to take, depending on 
the circumstances of each case.  
 
Q11 - How will I pay for the Home Report?  
A - This depends on the agreement between the seller and the firm they ask 
to compile the Home Report. It may be useful to speak to a number of 
different providers to find the approach that best suits you.  
 
Q12 - What happens if the Single Survey identifies a significant problem 
with the condition of the house such as dry or wet rot? Does the seller 
have to rectify the problem?  
A - That is a decision for the seller. The seller may choose to rectify the 
problem or may for other reasons, market the house immediately. There is 
nothing in the legislation forcing the seller down one particular route. From the 
Single Survey report, the seller will at least be aware that there is a problem 
and have options to decide what to do about it. 


